




According to the Christian Calendar, this is the 
First Sunday of the Christian Year. Happy New 

Year. And during the weeks of Advent, we will use 
the Lectionary Readings that Christians around the 
world will be using to prepare ourselves for the birth 
of the “Babe in the manger, who is the Savior of the 
world.” 

The Lectionary doesn’t start with the virgin and 
Child; there are no shepherds and heavenly chorus. 
It starts with the shaking of the heaven and earth in 

fear and foreboding, apocalyptic images, cataclysmic scenes, and end-of-the-world talk by 
Jesus. Preaching about the Second Coming of Jesus has fallen out of favor in most churches 
and been taken over by Bible prophecy groups and TV evangelists, but here it is as the text for 
the First Sunday in Advent. What Christians are asked to read and wrestle with as they make 
room for the gift of God 2,000 years ago, and also the gift of God we will receive in the future. 

1. The Gospel of Luke begins in the Temple and ends with the Disciples going to the Tem-
ple. Here, in Luke 21:25-36, Jesus is teaching in the Temple, the place where Heaven meets 
Earth; where forgiveness with God happens through sacrifice; and where bank and debt 
records are stored. 

2. Growing up, did you hear much talk about the end of the world? Did your pastors preach 
sermons on it? Did your friends or family discuss it? What are your recollections of those 
conversations? Did the discussions give you peace or cause you anxiety and fear?

3. Read Luke 21:25-36. According to verses 25-33, what are the signs the return of Christ is 
near? Do you believe Christ’s return is symbolic here or literal? In verses 34-36, what are the 
attitudes and actions Jesus implores us to have?

4. How easy or hard is it to “be on guard, be alert, pray for strength, and stand before the Son 
of Man”? Is it easier to be “weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the wor-
ries of this life, so that day catches you unexpectedly”? What measures might you take this 
Advent to avoid being “weighed down” by the world? How might you be buoyed up instead?

5. I talked about the means of grace again: prayer, meditation, memorization, and even added 
communion to our list of helps to “be alert.” How are those disciplines working for you and 
where are they letting you down? Discuss ways to support, encourage, teach, and assist each 
other so that our preparations bear fruit.

6. How does the story of various bachelor party traditions add light and direction to your 
Advent planning? Pray for each other as you attempt to add or subtract things from your 
life during this frenetic season.
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